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THE POINT IS, I don’t want to seem like a nutter. It’s a very
common human emotion, that — not wanting to stand out for
thinking something hardly anyone else thinks. Best keep your
head down and say nothing. In 1978, in Jonestown, Guyana,
more than 900 people voluntarily drank strawberry-coloured
poison and died, each one following his neighbour, eager not to
refuse the drink and have his neighbour think that he was a
nutter. Perhaps the worst part of the tragedy is that the rest of
us look back at them and think — what a bunch of nutters.

So I'm nervous about admitting that I've been having a paranoid
nightmare, one that very few other people seem to share. But I
have been, so you may as well know about it.

In my nightmare, Tony Blair finally decides that he is fed-up
with putting Bills before Parliament. He has so much to do and
so little time. Don’t you realise how busy he is? He’s had enough
of close shaves and of having to cut short trips abroad. He
decides to put a Bill to End All Bills before the Commons, one
that gives him and his ministers power to introduce and amend
any legislation in future without going through all those boring
stages in Parliament.
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That’s not the end of my feverish fantasy. The new law is
proposed and hardly anyone notices. John Redwood complains,
of course, and a couple of Liberal Democrats, but by and large it
is ignored. The Labour rebels are nowhere to be seen. The
business lobby announces that it is about time all those
politicians streamlined things, cutting out time-wasting
debates. In a half empty Commons chamber, a junior minister
puts down any objections with a few partisan wisecracks. Then
the Bill to End All Bills is nodded through the Houses of
Parliament, taking with it a few hundred years of Parliamentary
democracy.

I wake up, sweating.

ADVERTISEMENT

Only one thing persuades me that I'm not cracking up. When I
have my nightmares about the Bill to End All Bills, I am not
dreaming about dastardly legislation that I fear a cartoon Tony
Blair, with an evil cackle, will introduce in some terrible future.
[ am tossing and turning about a government Bill that was given
its second reading in the House of Commons last week and is
heading into committee.

Now I know what I am about to tell you is difficult to believe
(Why isn’t this on the front pages? Where’s the big political
row?) but I promise you that it is true. The extraordinary
Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill, currently before the
House, gives ministers power to amend, repeal or replace any
legislation simply by making an order and without having to
bring a Bill before Parliament. The House of Lords Constitution
Committee says the Bill is “of first-class constitutional
significance” and fears that it could “markedly alter the
respective and long standing roles of minister and Parliament in
the legislative process”.
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There are a few restrictions — orders can’t be used to introduce
new taxes, for instance — but most of the limitations on their
use are fuzzy and subjective. One of the “safeguards” in the Bill
is that an order can impose a burden only “proportionate to the
benefit expected to be gained”. And who gets to judge whether
it is proportionate? Why, the minister of course. The early signs
are not good. Having undertaken initially not to use orders for
controversial laws, the Government has already started talking
about abstaining from their use when the matter at hand is
“highly” controversial.

Now, I am not an extreme libertarian. I don’t spend my
weekends in conferences discussing the abolition of traffic
lights and the privatisation of MI5. But I have to admit that the
legislation being debated in the Commons this week — the new
ID cards, the smoking ban, the measure on the glorification of
terror — has tempted me to take up smoking and start attending
lectures about Hayek organised by earnest men with pamphlets
in carrier bags.

Yet the Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill has made me
realise that I may be missing the point — the biggest danger to
civil liberties posed by these new laws is not the nature of them,
but merely their quantity.

ADVERTISEMENT

Let me explain my thinking,.

The Government claims that it has no malign intention in
introducing the reform to parliamentary procedures. It is just
that it has such ambitious plans for deregulation — or “better
regulation” as it rather suspiciously calls it — that Parliament
won’t be able to cope. The previous Regulatory Reform Act,
passed in 2001, was so hedged around with conditions and
safeguards that it took longer to produce a regulatory reform
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order than it did to produce a Bill. So this time, the Government
wants more sweeping powers.

During future detailed Commons consideration of the Bill,
restrictions on the terms of the new orders will be resisted using
the argument that business wants deregulation and government
has to get on with it.

What does this argument, used often by the minister during last
week’s debate, amount to? An admission that we are now
passing so many new laws, so quickly, and so many of them are
sloppy, that we don’t have time to debate them properly or
reform them when they go wrong. Parliament is drowning in a
sea of legislation. Instead of calling a halt to this, the
Government is seeking a way of moving ever faster, adding yet
more laws, this time with even less debate.

The problem with ID cards, smoking bans and new terror laws is
not just the standard liberal one. It isn’'t even that they are
entirely unecessary, since you can fashion an argument for each
measure. It is that we should be reforming and enforcing the
laws we have, rather than adding new complicated, poorly
thought through laws to the stack that already exists. The
Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill isn’t just a dangerous
proposal. It is a flashing red light.

ADVERTISEMENT

Our legislative activism is endangering our parliamentary
democracy and we must stop before it’s too late.

Or am I a nutter?

daniel.finkelstein@thetimes.co.uk

UK Politics

https://lwww.thetimes.com/article/27ff8cfd-bc85-480e-ba57-920d1b0c0b57

4/6


https://www.thetimes.com/uk
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics

30/07/2025, 10:47

How | woke up to a nightmare plot to steal centuries of law and liberty

PROMOTED CONTENT

Pharma gianttom
‘Al medicines’

SERVICENOW

Seven top destinat
via Amsterdam

KLM

The best year-roun
could be in Dubai

VISIT DUBAI

L

Adventure golf to v
rides: top UK day ti

CHECKLIST

Comments are not enabled for this article

Comments are subject to our community guidelines, which can be
viewed here.

Get in touch

About us

Help

The Sunday Times Editorial Complaints
Classified advertising

The Times corrections

Careers

More from The Times and The Sunday Times

The Times e-paper

https://lwww.thetimes.com/article/27ff8cfd-bc85-480e-ba57-920d1b0c0b57

Contact us

The Times Edito
Place an annour
Display advertisi

The Sunday Tim

5/6


https://www.thetimes.com/article/f4024fbe-d989-11e6-9063-500e6740fc32
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsspjeo_NSXmI6ACBqWEE1BEggH907oQKZCIdxPlVdthtglRXbJIHFX5Ld6vXctUtnlO2TMIvgOCTU3cwtgb4AkkeRNSoo5QG31xN-DTnuaxza5uFOkDK3qvuRRs-Db-ipCAFWGd8AtipfyzggJLmSDwhqI3Hj2bIECCz4RgdsqXELEI0hCTPUtMVqE4DgSek6ZvQXvwZOm6xHF6CyOJOo-HmTSf61jeZslU6zn8U4izcpZHDDln7yBEXT9KQMrIZnNzLOdrB-_Jb8m9Stshwc8V98U6Wu2qbjZ7-hzihSA9p_3iXFltIF3I1V5hj_UfXl0zUGuZjrC4Xttfvwf8H2RWVMub-fuTOQQamm9uIg1O1lyAnqcTIlvJPrGXGqzh30BaLor8roV7-w&sai=AMfl-YTq_ZaAuftUsQtqlDbhrQk45gXzT5coZLZm6UncTQVksip0vX-9tQga9PrPssQGWKo8J-9jZ_DXPIDO45vCvsg3Ieb9h1GPtFF5w4uzFBOfWdsVIfNqGj8Hw1mmvNTo7cHZJwPbhDtkj044jIx43F2EGaI50VNHSKGy3UQ-c7edRk5dotGkEOEMGaGupZTRG61mFQDvfeeXCgA_P7d8eSE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHiQXakAtqcEEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.thetimes.com/static/agentic-ai-business-service-now/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstHxtfrn0lNIKU8tUL1QemEg7q9c-DxvI6pgw8YDdzx64cZzn7IN6yVQLxsEzk5fTfA5P88HttpXs4ZctpY-pHnLNOMS1NxdfG2GrKvKEwUWX7Ro0fy9vWTiA24An0xKUgYPbvHjtbryHZ2RsrX8tn-8gZYjOM1BGV9spVTFONVebgxYfa7XD7upwiks1oVSJseHessIRyRvX-nw7VLcgjWKcPpGMSAq5OSVqfaleEL-9ZA81fXZlpCMJ5ufHOAuUrfGTyEd-3PcrpsqzOjxZhk5hE_ANiNdjxvLOTS9ahst5XU-2QMZeUEreTsNLQgKa9CWfYeYirtTfGacZXvtFmBD4dfa4RYBMRilpKyPeSoCDzOdDLN0ZtsYLBamoIJMFxevsss3roIbg&sai=AMfl-YRiJhxFYtVus6C0d9T_7zCSx8JO--E2FPw-x83w-BRMFiZ5leg-lzYzu5vKyXCBdYKxYZi7eOcbWq2cqVg1-j868ySsZOarq2BcZPqr233QNTSjYnCxNdeWSaE5AjMEpO67bs7R2UGctrfkWjugVZaWP1BwHZ40ccWuwSeSPP8Oymnf1mbAgOCXEwqhxVyV_c8eBkeK6K1v7BjF43DvTwM&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHhxLfZuJ33CEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.thetimes.com/static/family-friendly-attractions-hotels-dubai/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss93gmfOG58U6Jxwjc-T67tZ5ixBmtXZ59rTVPlqiuoi9eoq-zru2Ko1efXPE_CrzhzfyfuudKFOpRgsWJcTqwYlZEnbFR4wE-eFwwBS39n7ypO4RTfSTqw059KDS_PinkihuY2amMkGSTlnCxP-AU09YwMy-MReoZCOTlfuN-yNowcMqVD5x8KijR2dZh8Kp5U4lG5UiAMoXt5BolvLGVE9ghT-pG3tsW1O8WjkULf021NQ5BvHYHGnKAt9ClJ6k8h68wBlj4yxD18NFCRTExs4iFZpyEX4S35vkpb3LNo-2tZDigNYyAi2AKGugZvbEvlyN_mdrsAmXh9fdrTkC_ckQqFZxyQsIJLjBFY-T809e8-QpnKDanSx3L4wX5a986s0kEctb53Bw&sai=AMfl-YS_RTOLZUjvwMReO3WVi0a8Gp4coaczY9dbZiU68tZjThQvE5bCsWvz3DbfbYLsAL2JozBT0soJe11VVS3OKMvwEp3lRIF3WDqGYNgO_e774aMxar33qHkfove7bJExVEWNPDh1ELEfWoP7Qxi6x6Rufto79pGOrPLIMzvRTIIr4L4gOSkrPCY0jpTnvSLy-QJvq8UF6TojOxVQXW0LJuI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzINSBvQcKwkiEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.thetimes.com/static/rio-cape-town-hong-kong-klm/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7IzmCJ2unshWO040IJRfZGnXF-JxIzHZKXTd3r7lclY5QFo7Wc2vZAxCllPHrHkCGKiAQ77n2afiGvhx_Ju3-_-PEmEoXmth3Qe-jGNbhYS5CygNKAFj8lBuLPr5fFp2cCXIuvfxlItauLvqVSvqKEiyA1Hyy-ud0cR8uEluHVltN54-xoGNEvXajWB_bR4ghY17IxVFetOAwNEcOEL3OaEnrYh1aMbHugJT9PTEFAYKaVFEB2AiHptUOoArEE-AR6aelHAoFda0ISwvzudYDjdH4qTQu_T-Op7FMYsXGahd3CoxzqEbrs-W45euj8tlqGCdzRFY7jwFhvFeT3JH8kes1nU7rs3ZOSvug_ul8ENUNnf8aPRIAfosOxe-CnOH2yfuIInXT2Q&sai=AMfl-YRQx1kHJbaSTchcDUG-O-IWd-GwMH2Q4moEi-sFd_FC-vSGd7MTQtqWGbYVfy_5BWaNQoC8oTt24vfdqowXNGzgmdx5OEQqQ3hqzh_e4vCWsc_TO9QRsng2natNU5H9q2U7bg9EEuQP3Y1d0plgNXidDqS7YJey6qsoUO8crcH-Rfxb6uFt-XPFJREB9vmQ_ZAXOFLPNcT8sKMqJFD-v8w&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFVpynmLlQO7EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.thetimes.com/static/ten-top-family-services-providers-inspiration-2/
https://www.thetimes.com/static/about-us/
https://www.thetimes.com/static/contact-us/?region=global
https://www.thetimes.com/help
https://www.thetimes.com/static/the-times-editorial-complaints/
https://www.thetimes.com/static/the-sunday-times-editorial-complaints/?region=global
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/the-times/announcements
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dc5660bade009281aa8ed04/t/64f71afd3bba9b4de72ad8a2/1693915902826/The+Times+-+Ad+Specifications+2023+(11).pdf
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/register/article/corrections-and-clarifications-the-times-x9nbft5tq
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/register/article/corrections-and-clarifications-the-sunday-times-ndfkq7wb6
https://www.newscareers.co.uk/vacancies/vacancy-search-results.aspx
https://epaper.thetimes.com/app/THETIM

30/07/2025, 10:47 How | woke up to a nightmare plot to steal centuries of law and liberty

The Sunday Times Wine Club
The Times Archive

Sunday Times Driving

The Sunday Times Rich List
Good University Guide
Newsletters

Best Places to Stay
Podcasts

Times Luxury

Best Places to Work

TV guide

The Sunday Times 100

More from News Corp

The Australian

Dow Jones

Investor's Business Daily
MarketWatch

The Sun

The Wall Street Journal

© Times Media Limited 2025.
Registered in England No. 894646.
Registered office: 1 London Bridge Street, SE1 9GF.

Privacy & cookie policy Generative Al editorial guidelines
Licensing Site map

Topics Puzzles Archive

Authors Commissioning terms

Terms and conditions

ipso.

https://lwww.thetimes.com/article/27ff8cfd-bc85-480e-ba57-920d1b0c0b57 6/6


https://www.sundaytimeswineclub.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/archive
https://www.driving.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/sunday-times-rich-list
https://www.thetimes.com/uk-university-rankings
https://home.thetimes.com/newsletters
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/uk-travel/best-places-to-stay-in-the-uk-vz5nq7x0q
https://www.thetimes.com/podcasts
https://www.thetimes.com/life-style/luxury
https://www.thetimes.com/best-places-to-work
https://www.thetimes.com/culture/tv-radio/article/tv-guide-uk-g2wrw85r3
https://www.thetimes.com/sunday-times-100-fast-growth
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/
https://www.dowjones.com/
https://www.investors.com/
https://www.marketwatch.com/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/
https://www.wsj.com/
https://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/static/generative-artificial-intelligence-editorial-guidelines/
https://www.newslicensing.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/html-sitemap
https://www.thetimes.com/html-topic-sitemap
https://www.thetimes.com/html-puzzles-sitemap
https://www.thetimes.com/authors
https://www.thetimes.com/static/commissioning-terms/?region=global
https://www.thetimes.com/static/terms-and-conditions/?region=global

