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The aim is to deliver a new global deal on free trade by 2006.
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Both President Bush and WTO director-general Pascal Lamy
have called for the US and Europe to secure a deal by the end
of the year.

"We must work together in the
Doha (WTO) negotiations to
eliminate agricultural subsidies
that distort trade and stunt
development, and to eliminate
tariffs and other barriers to
open markets for farmers
around the world," said
President Bush.

. AFR]
" Europe and the US have so far failed to
Today,_I broa_lden the Cha”enge reach agreement on agricultural
by making this pledge: The subsidies
United States is ready to eliminate all tariffs and subsidies and
other barriers to the free flow of goods and services as other

nations do the same.

"The elimination of trade barriers could lift hundreds of millions
of people out of poverty over the next 15 years."
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Mr Mandelson agrees that agreement between the US and
Europe is vital.

"If we cannot agree on basic approaches then nothing will
happen. It's as simple as that," he said.

Mr Portman said last week that he will press Mr Mandelson for
greater compromise from the EU on farm subsidies.

"We are at the point where we can no longer procrastinate and
hope for the best in Hong Kong," he added.

No details were immediately following Mr Portman and Mr
Mandelson's Wednesday discussions.
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