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Inspired by the sad plight of the people of Niger,
Not now, thanks letters today in two major U.S. newspapers — the
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Let’s look at just a few facts.
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Niger’s population density is 9 people per square

kilometer. Compare this figure to the population
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United Kingdom: 250

Japan: 340

Netherlands: 484

South Korea: 493

Taiwan: 636

Hong Kong: 6641

Now let’s cheat big-time in favor of the
overpopulation hypothesis by counting as relevant
only Niger’s arable land. If all Nigeriens lived only
on Niger’s arable land, the population density of
this land would be 260 persons per square
kilometer — much denser than 9 persons per sq.
km., but nowhere close to the population density
(counting all the square kilometers, arable or not)
of the likes of the Netherlands, South Korea, and

Hong Kong.

(All facts reported above are calculated from data
available at the CIA’'s World Factbook site.)

Where’s the evidence for the apparently
indestructible belief that over-population is a

fundamental 'cause’ of poverty?

The world needs more scholars of the likes of

Julian Simon.

https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html 2/4


http://econlog.econlib.org/
https://www.economicforces.xyz/
http://econstories.tv/
http://www.econtalk.org/
https://edwatchdaily.com/
https://fee.org/
https://fredblog.stlouisfed.org/
http://consultingbyrpm.com/blog
http://sheldonfreeassociation.blogspot.com/
http://gregmankiw.blogspot.com/
http://johnhcochrane.blogspot.com/
http://reason.com/blog
http://daviddfriedman.blogspot.com/
https://arnoldkling.substack.com/
http://www.knowledgeproblem.com/
https://liyapalagashvili.substack.com/
https://liyapalagashvili.substack.com/
http://www.marginalrevolution.com/
http://www.themoneyillusion.com/
http://newmarksdoor.typepad.com/mainblog/
http://www.overcomingbias.com/
http://deirdremccloskey.com/
http://www.rationaloptimist.com/
http://www.thegreatantidote.com/
http://www.thesportseconomist.com/
http://thinkmarkets.wordpress.com/
https://www.timworstall.com/
http://reason.com/volokh
https://wcoats.wordpress.com/
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/
http://www.juliansimon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet/?url=https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html&text=Is%20Niger%27s%20Problem%20Over-population?&via=&hashtags=
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html
mailto:?subject=Is%20Niger%27s%20Problem%20Over-population?&body=https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html
javascript:window.print()

10/06/2025, 17:52 Is Niger's Problem Over-population? - Cafe Hayek

Comments

Next post: We Don't Need an 'Energy Plan'

Previous post: Politicians, Prostitutes, and Rent-Seeking

To search, ty

folloxiu us on
twitter

RECENT POSTS

Predatory Pricing Is
A Foolish Strategy

Some Links

Quotation of the
Day...

Exposing More of the
Lame Excuses For
Trump’s
Protectionism

Some Links

https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html 3/4


https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/we_dont_need_an.html
https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/politicians_pro.html
https://twitter.com/CafeHayek
https://twitter.com/CafeHayek
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/predatory-pricing-is-a-foolish-strategy.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/predatory-pricing-is-a-foolish-strategy.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/some-links-2732.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/quotation-of-the-day-5036.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/quotation-of-the-day-5036.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/exposing-more-of-the-lame-excuses-for-trumps-protectionism.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/exposing-more-of-the-lame-excuses-for-trumps-protectionism.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/exposing-more-of-the-lame-excuses-for-trumps-protectionism.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/exposing-more-of-the-lame-excuses-for-trumps-protectionism.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/some-links-2731.html

10/06/2025, 17:52 Is Niger's Problem Over-population? - Cafe Hayek
Quotation of the
Day...

Question for Fans of
Tariffs and of Tariff
Man

Some Links

Quotation of the
Day...

Some Links

ARCHIVES

Select Month v

HELP IMPROVE
THE CAFE

Contact our webmaster about

errors on the site.

https://cafehayek.com/2005/08/is_nigers_probl_1.html 4/4


https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/quotation-of-the-day-5035.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/quotation-of-the-day-5035.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/question-for-fans-of-tariffs-and-of-tariff-man.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/question-for-fans-of-tariffs-and-of-tariff-man.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/question-for-fans-of-tariffs-and-of-tariff-man.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/some-links-2730.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/quotation-of-the-day-5034.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/quotation-of-the-day-5034.html
https://cafehayek.com/2025/06/some-links-2729.html
https://cafehayekdev.wpengine.com/help-improve-the-cafe
https://cafehayekdev.wpengine.com/help-improve-the-cafe

